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Thousands of music fans 
danced, ate and drank in front 
0f the A.S. House at the Metro 
Fountain Blues Festival Satur-
day.
The festival featured blues 
artists such as Bettye LaVette, 
Sista Monica, Otis Taylor, and 
Robert Randolph and the Fam-
ily band.
“Blues music is about truth,” 
said Sista Monica after her per-
formance. “I write my own mu-
sic and I like to tell a story.”
Sista Monica said she was 
drawn to the blues from her 
love of gospel music and its 
rich heritige.
“Some people use drugs and 
alcohol for an outlet,” she said. 
“For me, its writing music. All 
the pains and sorrows. It helps 
heal me.”
Blues fans of all ages lounged 
and danced on Paseo de San 
Carlos while the artists played.
“When Otis Taylor was play-
ing ‘Hey Joe’ it was awesome,” 
said sophomore humanities 
major Sam Dwyer. “I just love 
live music and so far these 
bands have been sweet.”
Dwyer said when he heard 
there would be  a free music fes-
tival on campus, he made sure
Grammy-nominated performing artist Bettye LaVette sings on stage at the 30th annual Metro Fountain Blues Festival 
on Saturday.  LaVette was one of several musicians who performed in front of the Associated Students House.
DANIEL HERBERHOLTZ / SPARTAN DAILY
Metro Fountain Blues Festival attracts locals and students
Blues fans fl ock to SJSU
Matthew Santolla   
Staff Writer
See BLUES, Page 4
Golfer wins West regional 
leading team to championship
Students 
lobby for BART 
with essays
Sophomore Madeleine Ziegert chips the ball out of a sand trap on the 
fourth hole Saturday. Ziegert double bogeyed the hole, which she bird-
ied on Thursday and parred on Friday. DANIEL HERBERHOLZ / SPARTAN DAILY
PALO ALTO — Facing a putt on the 
fi nal hole of the NCAA Division-1 West 
Regional Tournament, Madeleine 
Ziegert was a little nervous.
“I was shaking,” said the sophomore 
Spartan golfer. “The putt was a left-to-
right putt, which is not my strongest 
putt. I didn’t know if I was leading or 
anything, so I was just trying to fi nish 
with a par.”
She made the putt, fi nishing with a 
three-round score of 214 — one-over 
par — which gave her a share of the 
regional title and an automatic shot 
at playing in the NCAA Women’s Golf 
Championships in Wilmington, N.C. 
Her score helped the team accomplish 
a top-8 fi nish and qualify for the cham-
pionships.
“We’ve been waiting for something 
like this from her, but I can’t say it was 
expected,” said SJSU head coach John 
Dormann.
The win was the fi rst regional top-5 
fi nish in individual play for a Spartan 
since 2000, when Rebecka Heinmert 
placed fourth. Also that year, Jessica 
Krantz fi nished sixth in the regional, 
and in 2004 Ashley Gomes earned 
eighth.
On the 71-par Stanford Golf Course, 
Ziegert rode the momentum of an 
opening round 67 to victory.
“My fi rst day was just crazy,” said 
the All-Western Athletic Conference 
First Team selection. “I made every-
thing, I couldn’t believe it. It was Play-
Station golf. After that, I had so much 
confi dence in my putting. I could save 
putts from 15 feet, easily. The cup was 
so much bigger this tournament than it 
ever has been.”
Ziegert followed with scores of 74 
See ZIEGERT, Page 6
Students from the engineer-
ing department contributed to 
a brochure of essays on the im-
portance of bringing BART to 
San Jose, which was later pre-
sented to Sen. Barbara Boxer.
The brochure, which con-
tained selected essays from an 
overnight ex-
tra credit as-
signment, was 
distributed on 
Capitol Hill in 
W a s h i n g t o n 
D.C., engi-
neering lec-
turer Jeanne 
Linsdell stated 
in an e-mail.
"I actually 
got to meet 
Senator Bar-
bara Boxer ... 
and I handed 
her personally 
the brochure 
the students put together," 
said Brandi Childress, a Val-
ley Transportation Authority 
spokeswoman. "She thought it 
was great ... she just loved it."
Linsdell and engineering 
instructor Janelle Melvin, e-
mailed the assignment ask-
ing students to state why they 
think bringing BART to San 
Jose is important.
Vilney Ochoa, a senior me-
chanical engineering major 
and one of the chosen writers, 
said he wrote the essay to get 
the extra credit.
"I think that (the students) 
are really being rewarded emo-
tionally to show that their writ-
ing is going to be able to make 
some kind of impact in the 
world," Melvin said.
She said 
she was ex-
cited that her 
students had 
the opportu-
nity to make 
such an in-
fl uence.
Students 
were asked 
to write a 
o n e - p a g e 
essay, Chil-
dress said.
"It was 
really about 
the students 
telling their 
story and helping us advocate 
for the project," she said.
With the local county's 
economic issues, Childress 
said there isn't enough local 
sales tax to build the transit 
system, which means Valley 
Transportation Authority had 
to go to the state and federal 
Ashley Finden
Staff Writer
See BART, Page 8
“
”
It was really about 
the students 
telling their story 
and helping us 
advocate for the 
project.
Brandi Childress
VTA spokeswoman
Visit the Spartan Daily’s new website 
for online content at news.sjsu.edu
Video: Students provide helpful tips for SJSU’s ap-
proaching fi nals week.
 
Audio Feature: Fundraising event highlights toddler 
art and creativity
Daniel Herberholz
Staff Writer
IRON MAN 2
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lacks original’s luster
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About 200 people piled into 
the Hal Todd Theatre in Hugh 
Gillis Hall on Friday night for 
the 112th Kaucher/Mitchell 
event for excellence in oral in-
terpretation and storytelling.
“It’s amazing because it’s 
one of (the radio, television 
and film department’s), prob-
ably, most prestigious events,” 
said Katie Zeisl, a senior the-
ater arts major and this year’s 
Kaucher Fellow. “This is mak-
ing history because normally 
they have a section for story-
telling and one for oral inter-
pretation. I was in shock be-
cause for the first time in 50 
years the only people in the fi-
nals were oral interpreters, so 
it’s a big deal.”
As Kaucher Fellow, Zeisl 
said her job was to mentor all 
the classes taught by instruc-
tor Beverly Swanson in critiqu-
ing pieces, to be the master of 
ceremonies for the Kaucher/
Mitchell event and to perform 
during the Story Hour event 
held during the second week of 
the semester.
“We always award (the 
Kaucher Fellow) to students 
who, in Dr. Kaucher’s words, 
‘want to promote the areas of 
the oral tradition,’” said Swan-
son, an instructor of oral inter-
pretation, acting, storytelling 
and broadcast performance.
Zeisl and Swanson said 
the performers did a great job 
and made the judging process 
difficult on the adjudicators.
Cristal Gonzalez, a senior 
theater arts major, won the 
event with her oral interpre-
tation of Cherri Moraga’s 
“Heroes and Saints.”
“I’m very excited, shocked 
and happy,” she said. “I pre-
pared this piece about three 
semesters ago and I performed 
it and got honorary mention. 
I just left it for a little bit and 
was working on other stuff. It’s 
my last year and I’m very close 
and connected to this piece so I 
figured I would do it this year.”
A preliminary round of 
competition was held Tuesday 
afternoon to reduce the num-
ber of participants from about 
30 to 10 for Friday’s event.
During Friday’s perfor-
mances, finalists performed 
pieces from plays such as 
James McClure’s “Lone Star,” a 
song by Max Bemis titled “Ad-
mit It,” and original poetry by 
performer Nicole Squires.
Joseph Baratta, a sopho-
more theater arts major, per-
formed a classic comedy sketch 
by Abbot and Costello called 
“Who’s on First.”
“I’ve known that piece since 
I was 8 years old,” he said.
Each finalist was given a 
book, which Swanson said 
is a Kaucher/Mitchell tradi-
tion. The book establishes the 
interpreter as the intermedi-
ary between the author and 
the audience and it allows the 
audience to keep a distance 
from the reader in order to re-
spond to the literature, Swan-
son said.
Swanson said finalists are 
judged by three adjudicators 
on the basis of their literary 
selection, understanding of 
the material, especially the 
author’s intent, theme, mood 
and language.
Swanson said the Kaucher/
Mitchell Event first began in 
the 1940s.
“It was started by Dr. Doro-
thy Kaucher and taken over 
by Noreen La Barge Mitchell 
when she retired,” Swanson 
said.
She said Mitchell always 
made sure to keep Kauch-
er informed of the event’s 
happenings and winners and 
is the primary reason that 
Kaucher left a $40,000 en-
dowment to the program upon 
her death.
“We first got the money in 
1980 and I’m very happy to tell 
you that we have never touched 
the principle,” Swanson said. 
“We’re still working off the 
interest.”
The donation allows the 
winner of each event to 
be awarded $500 for the 
performance, Swanson said.
Swanson said she took over 
the production of the event 
when Mitchell retired, and 
is responsible for adding the 
storytelling genre to the 
program and giving the event 
its current name.
“Noreen Mitchell was 
my professor and my friend 
and if you enjoy my classes you 
can thank her because I’m just 
her carbon copy,” Swanson 
said.
Orators talk their way 
through competition
Marlon Maloney
Staff Writer
The College of Science held its 
sixth annual Student Research 
Day on Friday morning at Dun-
can Hall.
Fifty projects were displayed 
and more than 100 student au-
thors participated in this year’s 
event, said Roy Okuda, a profes-
sor of chemistry and the event’s 
organizer for all six years.
“It’s mainly student-oriented, 
but there are a few faculty projects 
being shown as well,” he said.
Okuda said most departments 
in the College of Science were 
represented, as well as the Moss 
Landing Marine Laboratories, 
which are located off campus, but 
are part of the college.
“Even though we are theo-
retically in the same building, at 
least most of us are, we don’t al-
ways know what our colleagues 
are working on,” he said.
Both undergraduate and grad-
uate students had their projects 
on display, and all projects were 
original research, Okuda said.
“Generally, the students en-
joy the opportunity to share their 
work with other students and fac-
ulty,” he said. “Usually they work 
in their own lab but they don’t 
get to (show) their colleagues 
what they do.”
One of the project present-
ers was senior chemistry major 
Hoang Ly.
“(This event) is cool,” Ly said.
He said the event allows the 
students in the College of Science 
to see what the other students in 
the college are doing.
Senior chemistry major Jamie 
Lunkley said this year was her 
fourth time presenting a project 
at the event, and that  she par-
ticipated to gain exposure for her 
work.
Kevin Hathaway, CEO of 
GemLight Technologies, said he 
is potentially looking to have in-
terns from SJSU.
Hathaway said he thought the 
projects he had seen were inter-
esting and relevant, and that it’s 
critical for students to make the 
connection between what they 
are studying and how it can be 
used to solve problems.
Tu Bui, a sophomore molecu-
lar biology major, said she was 
attending the event as part of an 
assignment for one of her classes.
She said the students in her 
class are working on similar 
projects, although their projects 
are not as complex, and that her 
professor thought it would be a 
good idea for them to see how to 
present their projects.
Senior forensics major Austin 
Hartman said he had been of-
fered extra credit for attending 
the event.
He said that, no matter what 
the reasons were for attending the 
event, people seemed very inter-
ested in the various projects, and 
that the presenters he had talked 
to enjoyed presenting their proj-
ects and the process leading up 
to their presentations.
Senior biology major Dana 
Taft said he had also been of-
fered extra credit if he attended 
the event and collected signa-
tures from the presenters, who 
he said were well prepared and 
seemed to know what they were 
talking about.
“I think the projects are very 
interesting,” he said. “There 
is a lot of good research going 
on here.”
Taft said the presenters did 
a good job of conveying the in-
formation to people who don’t 
necessarily have the same 
background in science as they 
do.
“I think it’s important not 
only for people in science, but 
for the whole SJSU community 
to witness what the College of 
Science does,” he said.
“
”
I think the 
projects are very 
interesting ... 
Th ere is a lot of 
good research 
going on here.
Dana Taft
Senior biology major
Anna-Maria Kostovska
Staff Writer
Students from College of Science 
showcase research projects
Students and staff gathered 
at the Aquatic Center on Thurs-
day morning to participate in 
the third annual Spartan Triath-
lon, organized by the Triathlon 
Club at SJSU.
Starting at 10 a.m., there were 
seven heats with 15 people in 
each, said Jessica Yano, the event 
coordinator and club president.
Each activity — swimming, 
biking and running — lasted 
15 minutes with a fi ve-minute 
break in between, said Yano, a 
senior health science major.
It was an event to promote 
good health and to get the stu-
dents together on a furlough 
day, she said.
“It’s a really enjoyable expe-
rience,” said participant Ashley 
Durbin, a senior double major in 
psychology and behavioral sci-
ence. “You’re working out and 
getting more fi t while having fun.”
She said she doesn’t like run-
ning in general, but said it was 
harder than usual right after 
she had gotten off the bike.
Aside from the running, 
Durbin said she enjoyed 
the event.
Kimmy Minase, a junior 
double major in international 
business and hospitality man-
agement, also participated in the 
triathlon.
“I work at the Aquatic Center 
and my boss thought it would 
be a good idea for the whole 
staff to participate, (because the 
event) is held here,” she said. 
“It’s not a really hard triathlon, 
so it’s easier for out-of-shape 
college students to have fun while 
promoting good health.”
Beth Harberts, a graduate 
student in sports psychology and 
a member of the Triathlon Club, 
said this was the fi rst triathlon 
she had ever completed.
“I think (this event) is really 
cool, because the format of it is 
that anyone can participate,” she 
said. “You do whatever you can 
in 15 minutes.”
Trinh Ngo, a sophomore 
math education major, said par-
ticipating in the event was a 
requirement for an intermediate 
swimming class she is in.
“I thought (the triathlon) 
was really fun,” she said.
Ngo said that she broke her 
leg about a year ago and therefore 
wasn’t pushing herself too hard.
She said she liked that 
the volunteers encouraged all 
participants to keep going, even if 
they were biking slow or walking 
instead of running.
Ngo said she thought the 
biking part was the hardest.
“The resistance was stronger 
than I thought it would be,” she 
said. “I had to lower it.”
Michael Thein, front offi ce 
coordinator for housing services, 
said the running was the hardest 
part for him.
The event was originally 
put on to expose students to how 
fun triathlons are and how physi-
cally challenging they are as well, 
said Dana Moore, an Associated 
Students fi tness coordinator.
“Every year (this event) 
gets better and better,” she said.
Moore said the members 
of the Triathlon Club were most-
ly in charge of putting on the 
event this year.
“They did a wonderful job,” 
she said. “Their leadership 
really came through.”
Anna-Maria Kostovska
Staff Writer
Participants compete in the cycling portion of the third annual Spartan Triathalon Thursday. 
KIMBERLY NGUYEN / SPARTAN DAILY
Timed triathlon tests students
“
”
I’m very excited, 
shocked and 
happy.
Cristal Gonzalez
Senior theater 
arts major
The most signifi cant changes 
to the Music building include 
making the  interior congruent 
and repainting the mismatched 
wall patterns, said the direc-
tor of the school of music and 
dance.
"My feeling is, this build-
ing has served the campus well 
since 1954,"  Edward Harris 
said. "(But) it's like an antique 
car. It just takes a little bit more 
scrubbing and a little bit more 
maintenance here and there 
than something that's just off 
the showroom fl oor."
Harris said uniquely situ-
ated design elements are placed 
throughout edifi ce of the Music 
building, a structure that was 
built in two separate phases us-
ing a blueprint crafted years be-
fore it was constructed.
"The interesting thing about 
this building is, although it was 
built in 1954, the plans for the 
building were done in 1939," 
he said. "So you'll see a lot of 
art deco in the sculptures out in 
front of the recital hall. That all 
came about because that was the 
prevalent style back when it was 
built."
The building was developed 
as part of a series of buildings 
that were constructed during 
the early 1950s to compensate 
for a growing student body, ac-
cording to an SJSU historic sur-
vey of the Music building.
Within a 10-year time frame 
beginning in 1952, the universi-
ty raised 30 new buildings dur-
ing its expansion, which includ-
ed the Music building, according 
to the survey.
"The music facade coming 
in would have been very avant-
garde in 1939," Harris said, re-
ferring to the main entrance of 
the Concert Hall facing in the 
direction of Fourth street.
The historic survey notes this 
portion of the Music building as 
being styled with plaster bas-
reliefs and a metallic, modern 
sans-serif typeface that reads 
"MUSIC."
Sophomore engineering ma-
jor Christopher Wolf said he 
lives on campus and frequently 
passes by the Music building 
throughout the day, walking 
back and forth between classes.
He said during his time at 
SJSU, he's been inside the Mu-
sic building Concert Hall at least 
four or fi ve times to attend per-
formances.
"I think it's pretty comfort-
able, but it's kind of small for a 
music hall," Wolf said. "Com-
pared to the Engineering build-
ing (the interior) is a lot smaller, 
but it's the Music building, so I 
guess it's going to be smaller."
Harris said the inside of the 
structure has been somewhat of 
a problem in the past when rear-
ranging large instruments, and 
moving them from one room to 
another.
He said the dimensions of 
many of the rooms are very 
small, which makes it diffi cult 
to move instruments such as a 
9-foot piano.
Nicholas Robinson, a junior 
music education major, said he 
spends at least six to eight hours 
in the Music building on any 
given day and can see the age of 
the facility in the old tile surfac-
es and the cracked paint which 
is beginning to fl ake off some of 
the walls.
Although he has never had to 
move an instrument as large as 
a piano in the Music building, he 
said he understands the diffi cul-
ty, having been a piano player 
for more than 19 years.
"I can see the steps that they 
have to go through to get the 
pianos out of there," Robinson 
said. "You have to remove the 
legs, often times they have to re-
move the door from the frame to 
allow for extra space. We've got 
grand pianos in a room that's no 
bigger than eight-by-ten, prob-
ably even smaller.
An upright piano, which is 
easier to maneuver because it is 
tall rather than wide, carries a 
depth of two feet from the front 
of the keyboard to the back of 
the piano, whereas a grand pi-
ano is eight to 10 feet deep and 
requires an area large enough to 
fi t the instrument diagonally, he 
said.
"The disadvantage (of the 
building) is trying to deal with 
1939 sensibility where pianos 
weren't as large," Harris said. 
"Everything is on a smaller 
scale. So while it's historically 
interesting, there's some frus-
tration built into it, that it's not 
made for 21st century kinds of 
activities."
Harris said the Music build-
ing Concert Hall entertains 
thousands of patrons weekly 
who come to watch band perfor-
mances and student recitals and 
because of the Concert Hall's 
size, the acoustics can be an is-
sue when listening to some of 
the ensembles and their accom-
panying instruments.
Robinson said a variety of 
factors play into the sound qual-
ity of a performance in the Con-
cert Hall, such as the vibration 
of an instrument refl ecting off of 
a fl at surface, to the proximity of 
an audience member in relation 
to the performer on stage.
It's diffi cult, he said, because 
the music department is a col-
lection of bands that aren't al-
ways the same size when playing 
for a crowd.
"It's hard to design a perfect 
concert hall for all venues," he 
said. "You're going to want a dif-
ferent Concert Hall depending 
on the size of the group, and our 
group changes every semester."
The Music building's plans 
incorporated what was defi ned 
in the historic survey as a mid-
century modern design, where 
the basic emphasis was struc-
ture and materials with regional 
infl uences.
These design features in-
cluded a fl at roof, ribbon win-
dows, an asymmetrical facade 
and smooth, unornamented 
wall surfaces with no decorative 
detailing at doors or windows, 
according to the historic survey.
Jesse Johal, a senior account-
ing information systems major, 
said he began attending SJSU as 
a freshman and has taken cours-
es in a variety of buildings, but 
never within the Music building.
He said nothing about the 
structure ever stood out to him 
as he passed by it while walk-
ing from the Boccardo Business 
Center to the classes he had at 
the opposite end of the school.
"Walking around campus, 
I'm pretty familiar with it," Jo-
hal said. "It's kind of hard to 
actually see the building. It's 
covered by all the trees and 
stuff so I don't really pay that 
much attention to it. I just walk 
past it."
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Seven students attended the 
Stress Management Workshop 
on Wednesday in Clark Hall 
Room 118.
“My goal is to help students 
learn tips that will help them 
to better manage their stress,” 
said Veronica Mendoza, the 
event presenter.
This workshop focused 
on fi rst-generation college 
students, said Mendoza, an 
educational counselor.
Family members of fi rst-
generation students do not 
always understand the stress 
these students are under, she 
said.
Mendoza defi ned the word 
“stressor” as any potential 
source of stress, including 
family issues, relationship 
issues and school exams.
She said it is likely for 
stress to increase among stu-
dents during the weeks of 
midterms and fi nals.
Estefany Preciado, a senior 
social work major, said Men-
doza reiterated what she al-
ready knew before attending 
the event, and that the work-
shop was helpful in terms of 
reminding her of what to do 
to decrease her stress.
“I found (the workshop) 
very interesting, because 
throughout the year I’ve been 
super stressed out, managing 
different responsibilities and 
multitasking,” she said.
Preciado said she gives 
other people advice similar to 
what Mendoza told the attend-
ees, but that she doesn’t apply 
them to herself.
She said she found it particu-
larly interesting when Mendoza 
talked about the importance of 
remembering what one’s priori-
ties are when making decisions.
“A lot of times, it is hard to 
say no when you have various 
responsibilities, and sometimes 
you say no to the wrong things,” 
Preciado said.
Mendoza said there are two 
types of stress — positive and 
negative.
“Positive stress is … just 
enough stress to keep you 
more focused and better able 
to perform,” she said. “Nega-
tive stress would be when you 
have too much stress to the 
point where you can’t focus or 
function normally.”
Procrastination most of-
ten leads to negative stress for 
students, Mendoza said.
Junior business major 
Yadira Mejia said she had 
found out about the workshop 
through her sorority.
“I believe all college stu-
dents are under some kind of 
stress,” she said. “Events (such 
as this one) can help them deal 
with that stress.”
Mendoza said stress often 
shows itself physically.
Sometimes, when students 
visit the Health Center, physi-
cal problems such as headaches 
are results of stress, Mendoza 
said.
Other signs of stress in-
clude problems eating or 
sleeping, she said.
Mendoza said she recom-
mended exercising as a way 
of dealing with the stress.
When students are the 
most stressed, she said they 
tend to do the least amount of 
stress-reducing activities, such 
as going for a walk.
During the workshop, Men-
doza introduced the attend-
ees to two stress-reducing ac-
tivities, one of which was to 
breathe in for four seconds, 
hold one’s breath for three 
seconds, then breathe out for 
four seconds and repeat the 
exercise a few times.
On average, about fi ve stu-
dents attend the workshops, 
Mendoza said.
She said the attendance is 
higher during the fall semes-
ter, because there are new 
students coming to the 
school in the fall.
The music building, constructed in the early ‘50s, has a mid-century modern design, 
which aims to incorporates regional infl uences.  THOMAS WEBB / SPARTAN DAILY
Angelo Scrofani
Staff Writer
Aging Music building halls echo with history
Counselor teaches stress-
management techniques
Anna-Maria Kostovska
Staff Writer
CORRECTION
The story entitled “King Library to decrease operation hours” 
ran in the April 21 edition of the Spartan Daily. These are 
clarifi cations.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library has had to respond to budget reductions by cutting 
hours. Beginning June 1, the library will be closing earlier to the public, but “extended 
hours” for students will continue.
Effective July 1, SJSU library will lose 10 staff positions (3 vacant positions and 7 full-
time equivalent fi lled positions). SJSU library will be reducing contracts for several part-time 
pool librarians, and the San Jose City Council is considering reducing public library staff 
working in King Library. This includes 16 full-time employees, 9 part-time employees, and 
291 hours per week in “pool” part-time employees. This reduction is equivalent to 38 full-
time employees.
The University Special Collections and Archives, Beethoven and Steinbeck Centers are 
reviewing their schedules and hope to continue to be open for 40 hours per week.
The public library will also reduce the open hours for the Children’s Room.
Marvel Comics premier shell-head 
crime fi ghter returned to the big screen 
this weekend in the sequel to the 2008 
blockbuster "Iron Man."
“Iron Man 2” picks up a 
few months after the events 
of the original fi lm and 
Tony Stark, who continues 
to be played spectacularly 
by Robert Downey Jr., re-
veals to the world that he is 
the golden avenger known 
as Iron Man.
In the months follow-
ing Stark's revelation, he 
has been busy securing the 
world, and as he puts it, 
privatizing world peace.
This causes problems 
for Stark, both at home, 
with the United States Sen-
ate who want to control 
Iron Man as a weapon, and 
from super-threats abroad.
Meanwhile, Stark bat-
tles a fatal sickness emanating from the 
glowing reactor embedded in his chest.
Like the fi rst movie, Stark faces-off 
against two villains who challenge him in 
different ways.
Justin Hammer, played by Sam Rock-
well from movies such as "Moon" and 
"Frost/Nixon," is an inept engineer yet 
successful businessman who is competing 
with Stark for government contracts and 
acts as a puppet master behind the U.S. 
Senate.
Ivan Vanko, played by Mickey Rourke 
of "The Wrestler," is a vodka-drinking, tat-
tooed Russian scientist who becomes the 
true rival to Iron Man with his own me-
chanical tools of destruction.
The two villains are interesting because 
they complete a single threat to Iron Man, 
with Hammer providing the funding and 
business rivalry to the heroes, while Vanko 
proves to be the physical threat.
The problem is the villains, particularly 
Vanko, aren't as developed as the villains 
from the fi rst movie.
Rourke's part in the movie was so small 
there were only a few times throughout the 
fi lm where he actually had any meaningful 
dialogue with any of the other characters.
Rockwell on the other hand, does a great 
job of playing a cocky entrepreneur and fi -
nancial backer for Vanko.
This also held true for some other char-
acters like Gwyneth Paltrow's Pepper Potts, 
Tony Stark's assistant and love interest, 
and Don Cheadle's James Rhodes, Stark's 
best friend and fellow iron-clad superhero 
War Machine.
Both actors play their parts well, but 
their roles were smaller than before.
Like other Marvel movies, Iron Man 2 
walks the line between taking itself seri-
ously and making fun of itself when appro-
priate.
For the most part, the tongue-in-cheek 
jokes from Robert Downey Jr. and his su-
perhero companions are well placed and 
entertaining.
But when Rourke's turn comes up to 
do the same with Sam Rockwell, the jokes 
fall fl at and can leave the audience laugh-
ing not because the jokes are particularly 
funny, but because they're awkward and 
out of place.
This problem is emphasized by the 
middle of the movie, which seems to drag 
on longer than it should because of a lack 
of Iron Man walloping henchmen into the 
dirt.
But when the movie does start to pick 
up, the fi lm does a good job of being a 
summer blockbuster with fast-paced 
and adrenaline-fi lled fi ght sequences — 
they're just spaced far apart throughout 
the course of the story.
“Iron Man 2” is an entertaining action 
movie despite its fl aws with some of the 
characters and its weaker story elements, 
when compared to the fi rst "Iron Man."
This movie should also serve as a decent 
bridge for "Thor," "Captain America" and 
the "Avengers," the three superhero mov-
ies that are set to follow.
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From Page 1
The Otis Taylor Band energizes the crowed with their 
up-tempo blues music. Several people at the festival said 
watching The Otis Taylor band play live was their most 
memorable time of the event. MATTHEW SANTOLLA / 
SPARTAN DAILY
San Jose gets a taste of Coco
Conan O’Brien toured the Bay Area for “The Legally 
Prohibited From Being Funny on Television Tour” at 
SJSU’s Event Center on May 5. CARLOS A. MORENO / 
SPARTAN DAILY
‘Iron Man 2’ shows some tarnish
Donovan Farnham
Staff Writer
 REVIEW
 REVIEW
he was able to go.
“The blues make me move, I 
just love it,” he said. “I haven’t 
really heard of these bands be-
fore and it has been a fun envi-
ronment.”
The festival had several 
food, trinket, and music booths 
promoting the blues culture.
Benjamia Arroya, a blues 
artist who performs in the Bay 
Area, said playing blues music 
helps him deal with problems 
and frustrations he has about 
life.
“All your bad comes right 
through the microphone,” he 
said after performing at a mu-
sic booth in front of Uchida 
Hall. “It’s about being hurt, it’s 
about pain, and it’s about be-
ing the underdog.”
Arroya said he has viewed 
himself as the underdog his 
whole life, and singing blues 
music helps him overcome that 
label.
“I’m from England and there 
is not a lot of blues music over 
there,” said junior art major 
Daniel Wilcock. “The music is 
diverse and there are so many 
different types of blues music.”
Wilcock said he was sur-
prised by the energy of bands.
The Metro Fountain Blues 
Festival is in its third decade of 
supporting blues culture in the 
Bay Area.
“We have been doing this 
for 30 glorious years and all of 
the support from the Associate 
Students and businesses in San 
Jose has been great,” said Ted 
Gehrke, producer of the Metro 
Fountain Blues Festival. “No-
body has asked for anything in 
return and that really means 
a lot.”
Gehrke, who was honored 
by the Associated Students for 
his dedicated work for the fes-
tival, said it is important for 
people who attend the festival 
to understand how the music 
connects with them.
“The blues are horribly sad 
songs but somehow they make 
you feel great,” he said.
Gehrke said what makes the 
festival special is the rhythm 
and energy that comes from 
blues music.
“I like to move my ass,” 
Gehrke said. “I like to dance. 
These artists are playing great 
music for all that.”
Irene Van Riper, a sopho-
more anthropology major at 
UC Santa Cruz, said she trav-
eled to SJSU specifically to at-
tend the Metro Fountain Blues 
Festival.
“It is all about the people 
who come to blues festivals,” 
Van Riper said. “I have been to 
many blues festivals across the 
country, from Chicago to Cali-
fornia. People here are really 
accepting and have a laid back 
attitude. You can really feel 
free to express yourself.”
Walter McCain of the Bay 
Area Blues Society, said blues 
music is all about memories.
“To me the blues is black 
folks' music,” he said. “It brings 
back memories of the bad and 
good times.”
McCain said he fears blues 
is a dying music genre and fes-
tivals like this one are perfect 
opportunities to keep its spirit 
alive.
“The female singers have 
really nice voices,” said junior 
business major Jeremy Touret. 
“I was blown away watching 
them sing.”
Touret, who is from France, 
said he was drawn to the fes-
tival because it looked like an 
entertaining environment.
Robert Downey Jr. stars as Tony Stark and Don 
Cheadle as War Machine in Iron Man 2.
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Conan O'Brien's toured the Bay Area 
for "The Legally Prohibited From Being 
Funny on Television Tour" in San Jose 
State's Event Center on May 5. O'Brien's 
long-time sidekick, Andy Richter, and 
the former "Tonight Show" band led by 
drummer Max Weinberg of the E Street 
Band also joined him on stage. Accord-
ing to O'Brien this is his "first time in 
San Jose."
With the opportunity to be an audi-
ence member for Conan O'Brien's "The 
Tonight Show" forever gone, I attended 
what I thought was the next best thing 
— seeing my favorite ginger perform live 
for his first comedy tour.
The 32-city comedy show cautiously 
titled, "The Legally Prohibited from Be-
ing Funny on Television Tour," rolled 
into San Jose last Thursday, with what 
seemed like bagpipes playing all day to 
show its presence.
The hype was strong enough, with 
tickets selling out in the first couple of 
weeks, causing the venue to open up ex-
tra sections to accommodate.
As I skimmed around the Event Cen-
ter, the good number of empty seats an-
swered my query about why O'Brien may 
have chosen to do his show at good 'ole 
SJSU instead of the much larger HP Pa-
vilion.
Like most events with large audiences 
waiting, the show started late, half an 
hour after 8 p.m.
As the lights dimmed, the adoring 
crowd began chanting "Conan!" only to 
be treated to an overly long musical per-
formance by O'Brien's resident band, 
led by Richie "La Bamba" Rosenberg 
on trombone. The band amped up the 
crowd by having several band members 
run around the venue and through the 
audience.
Finally, as the lights dimmed again, 
our first taste of the comedian came in 
the form of a taped video bit featuring 
an unemployed and overweight O'Brien 
sprawled on the floor, surrounded by 
stale pizza and empty beer bottles.
The self-deprecating humor was an 
instant hit with the audience and famil-
iar to anyone who has watched O'Brien 
as a TV show host.
With Celine Dion's tragic "All By My-
self" playing in the background, an in-
dulgently bored 
O'Brien is shown 
spending his days 
putting peanut 
butter between 
his toes to have 
his dog lick it off. 
When O'Brien re-
ceives a call about 
the opportunity to 
do a comedy tour, 
he immediately 
begins his trans-
formation back to 
his scrawny self, 
yanking off his fat 
suit and wig as he 
runs on a tread-
mill.
The tape ends 
and out comes a 
bearded O'Brien, 
running to center 
stage in a sharp 
all-black suit, 
looking like a 
cross between the 
creepy redhead-
ed doctor from 
"Grey's Anatomy" 
and Jim Carrey in 
"The Cable Guy."
Little did I 
know, this was 
the longest bit of 
stand-up O'Brien was going to perform 
throughout the whole night.
At least the man knew where he was 
performing, as he made sure to mention 
San Jose's two most beloved properties 
— "La Vic's" burritos and the San Jose 
Sharks hockey team. Admittedly, he said 
he knew neither of them existed until just 
hours before the show.
The stand-up included O'Brien's ver-
sion of the eight stages of grief after losing 
a talk show, where he zooms past "Blam-
ing yourself," to "Buying everything Ama-
zon suggests you might also like."
He joked about how his goal for the 
evening was for the show to be "sort of 
worth it" for audiences. His material 
wasn't anything new or shocking, just 
more of what you'd expect from a good-
natured guy who's been marked by bad 
fortune. But that's the gift of talented co-
medians — taking personal tragedies and 
mishaps and turning them into good en-
tertainment.
After the too-short solo time, O'Brien 
pulled out other gags and characters to fill 
the show, including his claimed "funniest 
man alive ever" sidekick Andy Richter to 
the "Masturbating Bear." Though O'Brien 
doesn't directly mention his former em-
ployers too often, he goes about it in other 
ways such as saying he had to transform 
the "Masturbating Bear" into the "Self-
Pleasuring Panda," to avoid legal woes 
with NBC over intellectual property.
Other appearances included a taped 
video bit from Triumph the Insult Comic 
Dog, who had the audience howling.
The show at best was a variety show, 
with O'Brien strapping on an electric gui-
tar multiple times and singing humorous 
reworked lyrics about the loss of his job 
and other random misfortunes.
Though the show was sporadically 
funny, O'Brien is too beloved of an en-
tertainer to disappoint fans, no matter 
how much parts of the show were gags 
and shticks. And it's apparent how much 
O'Brien returns the love, ending his show 
by thanking the fans who stuck with him 
and running through the audience to give 
high-fives.
At the beginning of the show, O'Brien 
claimed he has never had to charge fans 
to see him perform. Thankfully, with his 
new job on TBS, we won't be.
Minh Pham
A&E Editor
(Above) Junior Katrina Delen-Briones strokes toward the 
putting green on the third hole Friday. 
(Right) Madeleine Ziegert looks on as her chip-in heads 
toward the sixth hole. DANIEL HERBERHOLZ / SPARTAN DAILY
SJSU team earns spot in NCAAs
Kyle Szymanski
Sports Editor
The SJSU women’s golf 
team qualifi ed for the NCAA 
Championship this weekend 
at the Stanford University Golf 
Course, but the most dramatic 
action of the weekend didn’t 
come on the golf course.
At the conclusion of its 
fi nal round of the Division-1 
West Regional tournament, the 
SJSU women’s golf team sat in 
11th place, three places out of 
the fi nal qualifying spot for the 
NCAA Championship.
Three hours later, after 
several teams had fi nished 
its rounds, the Spartans had 
crept up the leader board into 
seventh place and into the 
Women’s Golf Championship 
fi eld for the fi rst time since 2001.
“It was a little bit nerve-
racking, but we have done this 
before,” said senior Cristina 
Corpus. “We gave our best and 
that is all we can do.”
The Spartans saved their 
best all-around performance 
for the final round Saturday, 
finishing 14-over par 298 to 
finish at 900 on the par 71 
course.
“This is the most pressure-
packed round you can have,” 
said SJSU head coach John 
Dormann. The round to go to 
nationals is the biggest round 
of the year.”
Led by sophomore Mad-
eleine Ziegert, who fi nished 
the regional tournament tied 
for fi rst, the Spartans secured 
a spot in the Women’s Golf 
Championship for the fi rst time 
since 2001.
“It’s kind of intense,” said 
sophomore Jody Ho, who fi n-
ished the tournament with an 
overall score of 246. “This is 
kind of what our entire season 
builds toward.”
Corpus,  Katrina Delen-Bri-
ones and Ziegert were named 
to the fi rst team All-Western 
Athletic Conference team at the 
end of regular season.
Corpus and Shraddhanjali 
Singh had their best rounds 
of the tournament Saturday, 
shooting 73 and 77 respectively.
“I think the team’s perfor-
mance sums up our entire effort 
this season,” Singh said.
En route to its seventh place 
fi nish, SJSU edged out 16 teams 
from around the United States 
including LSU, Texas A&M, Cal 
and Ohio State — all ranked in 
the top 25 nationally.
“We came through today, 
and played as well as I could 
hope we could play,” Dormann 
said.
The Spartans, who are 
ranked 45th in the nation, con-
tinuously improved during the 
three-day tournament that fea-
tured 24 teams.
The Spartans ended the fi rst 
round of play on Thursday in 
14th place after shooting a 303, 
before improving to 12th on 
Friday after shooting a 299.
“It gets a lot tougher as the 
tournament goes on,” said ju-
nior Katrina Delen-Briones. 
“The fi eld just gets harder. The 
top players were here, and this 
isn’t the easiest course.”
Delen-Briones was key to 
her team’s success over the fi -
nal 45 holes of the tournament, 
Dormann said. She fi nished fi ve 
over par during that stretch, 
which led the team.
She fi nished the fi nal day 
with a 74 for a compiled score 
of 226, good enough for a 36th 
fi nish in the tournament.
Delen-Briones’ performance 
was a surprise for the Spartans, 
Dormann said.  Delen-Briones 
has been in a slump of late, he 
said. Prior to the regional tour-
nament, Delen-Briones only 
had one score lower than 75.
“Kats performance over 
the last two days has been the 
key to our team,” Dormann 
said. “Without her, we have no 
chance. She found something 
inside her these last two days 
that saved us.”
Corpus, who is coming off 
two individual tournament vic-
tories in the Fresno State Lexus 
Classic and Juli Inkster Spartan 
Invitational, fi nished 20th with 
a 223.
The top-eight fi nish for the 
Spartans means they will com-
pete in the NCAA champion-
ships May 19-22 in Wilming-
ton, N.C.
“To get to this point is a great 
sense of satisfaction and accom-
plishment,” Dormann said.
on Friday and 73 on Saturday. 
Virginia University golfer and 
fellow winner Calle Nielson also 
fi nished with plus-one in the tour-
nament, after even-par scores on 
Friday and Saturday.
Assistant coach Dana Dor-
mann called Ziegert’s fi rst round 
feat “unusual.”
“She was just on,” she said. 
“The holes looked really big for 
her. They were just falling.”
John Dormann said Ziegert 
showed a tremendous amount of 
poise in the tournament.
“This is a big-time event with 
some of the best players in the 
country,” he said. “She didn’t 
blink once.”
Her fi rst round under-par per-
formance was a good example, 
Dormann said.
“With 120 elite players and 
there are only three of them under 
par (after one day), that is pretty 
darn impressive,” he said.
The bulk of Ziegert’s lead came 
Thursday when she made an ea-
gle and three birdies in her fi rst 
six holes of play. Only a double 
bogey on the fourth hole of the 
fi nal round kept her from fi nish-
ing under par for the tournament, 
she said.
Ziegert started the next two 
days on the 10th tee, completing 
the back nine before moving on to 
the front nine holes.
Her other double bogey was 
on the 18th hole Friday — which 
Ziegert bogeyed on Saturday.
“Eighteen was defi nitely a hole 
she struggled with all week,” Dor-
mann said.
A couple of mistakes Friday 
were remedied by a long putt for 
birdie on the 12th hole, he said.
On a hole which she would 
birdie again in the third round, 
Ziegert landed the tee-shot on the 
outside edge of the putting green.
“I was struggling a little with 
my swing (today), trying to get it 
on the green,” she said on Friday.
Looking 80 feet toward the 
hole, Ziegert let go of a long putt. 
She sunk the shot and raised her 
fi st in the air in exuberance as she 
sunk the shot.
“That was a crazy putt,” Zieg-
ert said later that day. She fi n-
ished with plus-three on the day, 
holding her position of fi rst lead-
ing into the third round.
This is when Ziegert ran into 
trouble. On a golf cart tour around 
the course prior to the fi nal round, 
she and Dormann had what he 
called a “jolting” experience.
The cart driver rounded a bend 
toward the bridge near the fourth 
hole and saw a snake on the path.
“It was just a big snake,” she 
said. “I’m really scared of snakes.”
The cart swerved and hit the 
bridge post.
“I said, ‘Don’t worry about the 
gardener, we’ve got a golfer on 
board,’” said Dormann, who not-
ed no passengers were injured.
In a way, the incident matched 
Ziegert’s play in the round that 
followed.
After paring holes 13 and 14 
the fi rst two days, Saturday she 
dropped a bogey on each.
“She had a really tough break 
on 14,” Dormann said. “The putt 
looked like it was going in and it 
just stopped, hanging over the 
edge, like ‘How is that possible?’”
A snake in the road, but no 
harm to the journey she was on.
“But then she came right back 
and birdied the next two holes, 15 
and 16,” he said. “I mean, it was 
awesome. She showed me a lot of 
toughness that I really hadn’t seen 
from her in the past. To a coach, 
that’s ... an ‘Ah-hah’ moment.”
Ziegert also shot a birdie on 
the third hole, both on Friday and 
Saturday.
On the ominous fourth hole 
— one of two on the front nine 
holes which featured a waterway 
between start and fi nish — Ziegert 
teed the ball into sand.
“I was plugged in the bunker 
(on 4) and that was the second 
time today,” she said. “There was 
water behind so I was kind of 
scared to hit it clean and not into 
the water, so I had to put it safe 
on the green. I had a birdie on the 
other hole before so that helped a 
little bit to just move on.”
She had par strokes the next 
fi ve holes, the last of the tourna-
ment — placing her score at 214.
Virginia’s Nielson bogeyed 
her last hole to split the regional 
crown between her and Ziegert.
Ziegert attributed her success 
at the tournament to “hard work 
all the time.”
“I’m not going to say I’ve been 
waiting for it, but I’ve been work-
ing so hard and it’s fi nally hap-
pened,” she said.
Dormann said the biggest dif-
ference in her play this semester 
has been a switch in how Ziegert 
putts.
“We’ve changed her putting 
from left hand low back to con-
ventional,” he said. “She’s a natu-
ral-born putter and it just clicked 
this week.”
Her play in the tournament 
displayed her ability to compete 
with the best players on the col-
legiate level, Dormann said.
After fi nding out she placed 
fi rst in the tournament, Ziegert 
— wearing a Sweden pin on her 
SJSU cap — got a call from her 
native Sweden.
“My parents are really happy,” 
she said, noting they followed the 
tournament results online.
Her coach said he saw Ziegert’s 
potential when he watched her as 
an under-18 golfer.
“I said ‘I want this girl on my 
team because I think she has 
what it takes to be a legitimately 
really good player,” he said. “Lis-
ten, we can’t afford to spend a lot 
of out-of-state scholarship at San 
Jose State. If I bring in a girl from 
Sweden, this girl better be good. I 
can’t make a mistake there.”
After Ziegert won the regional 
tournament, Dormann said he 
could see that he hadn’t made a 
mistake.
Her play also offered an inspi-
ration for younger golfers on the 
team, he said.
“Hopefully they learn that they 
can do it too,” Dormann said. “If 
one of them catches that spark, 
then our team is going to be that 
much better next year.”
Erica Moston, a senior last 
year, taught Ziegert when she was 
a freshman.
“Erica and I would often tease 
Maddy that Maddy was so much 
better than Erica as a freshman,” 
Dormann said. “But Maddy didn’t 
believe she could be as good as 
Erica, and (we) would both tell 
her, ‘You’re so far advanced com-
pared to where Erica was as a 
freshman.”
As a junior, Moston qualifi ed 
for the national tournament by 
fi nishing 13th in the region in in-
dividual play.
Moston — who was named 
Western Athletic Conference 
Player of the Year in 2009 — 
fi nished behind Ziegert in last 
year’s regional tournament in 
Tempe, Ariz.
And if Moston were at Stan-
ford to witness Ziegert’s win, what 
would she say?
“She’d probably say, ‘Way to 
go, I’m proud of you, wish I could 
have been there,’” Dormann said.
Ziegert has done something 
Moston never did, he said.
“I believe she’s the most tal-
ented player that we’ve had at San 
Jose State for seven, eight years,” 
said Dormann, who is in his 11th 
year as SJSU coach. “Just pure 
golf skill and experience and com-
posure — you know, the whole 
package, and this was just kind 
of that moment, and hopefully we 
can keep it going.”
Come May 18, Ziegert will 
golf 54 holes at the Country Club 
of Landfall in Wilmington, N.C. 
in hopes of becoming the fi rst 
Spartan since Pat Hurst in 1989 
to capture the NCAA individual 
championship.
ZIEGERT
From Page 1
Seventh place fi nish 
in West regionals sends 
team to fi rst 
championship since 2001
SLIDESHOW
For a slideshow of Madeleine Ziegert’s 
play from the NCAA regional 
tournament, go to:
spartandailysports.wordpress.com
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Aggies win two close 
games against SJSU
Melissa Johnson
Staff Writer
The New Mexico State Aggies swept 
the SJSU softball team on Saturday by 
the scores of 2-1 and 8-7 on senior day.
Tiare Jennings' home run in the 10th 
inning proved to be the difference for the 
Aggies in the second game.
In that game, the Spartans entered the 
sixth inning down 7-3, but rallied to tie 
it.
Senior Mallory Bair, who pinch hit 
and got a hit in the rally, said she knew 
that it could be her last at bat at an SJSU 
home game, and she wanted to make the 
best of it.
"I got a little nervous when I was zero 
for two," she said. "But then I got back 
up to full count, and I was like I need to 
hit this."
Bair’s triple scored two runs, cutting 
the Aggies' lead to 7-5.
Senior Kelli Fangonilo knocked in Bair 
with a single and scored the tying run on 
an Aggie error.
Bair said she is sad that her softball 
career is coming to an end.
"It's sad thing you'll never get to play 
again, but I hope we win the WAC (West-
ern Athletic Conference Tournament), 
and go onto regionals," she said.
In the first game, sophomore Amanda 
Pridmore tossed a complete game and al-
lowed two runs, but the Spartan offense 
was stymied by Aggie pitcher Carissa 
Theis, who allowed one run on four hits.
Pridmore lost the second game as 
well, as she came in on relief and pitched 
four innings, allowing one run on the 
Jennings long ball. Theis once again out-
dueled her, allowing one hit in 4 1/3 in-
nings, earning a win in both games.
Pridmore said she was proud of how 
the team fought back in the second 
game.
"I think our team battled back nicely, 
but we just couldn't pull out the win," she 
said.
Sophomore pitcher Jaclyn Imhof put 
the Spartans in an early hole in the sec-
ond game by giving up four runs in 2 2/3 
innings.
"I think that my personal pitching per-
formance could've been a lot better," she 
said.
Head coach Pete Turner said Prid-
more’s pitching was unbelievable in both 
games, but was disappointed with the 
performance of his other pitchers in the 
second game.
"I think my other three pitchers just 
did not pitch well at all today and it was 
obvious it hurt us," he said.
"We put ourselves in a position to win 
at the end (second game)," Turner said. 
"But how many runs did we have to ask 
for?"
Natasha Hawkins, who was 3 for 8 in 
the two games combined, said the offense 
woke up in the second game.
"I think Bair really came through for 
us with a really important hit and got us 
going," she said.
Nine graduating seniors were honored 
prior to the start of the first game.
Hawkins said she was disappointed 
that her season came to an end.
"I feel it's horrible, it being my last 
season," she said. "I'd stay here forever 
if I could."
Hawkins said she believes SJSU can 
make a run in the WAC Tournament.
"I don't think we're done," Hawkins 
said. "I think in the WAC  (Tournament) 
we'll finally put everything together."
In terms of the WAC Tournament, 
Turner said all three elements need to 
mesh well for the team to be successful.
"All three elements, pitching, hitting 
and defense, need to come together," 
Turner said.
Spartans will play in the WAC Tourna-
ment in Las Cruces, New Mexico on May 
12. Markesha Collins catches a fl yball. BRIANA CALDERON/Spartan Daily
Golf team 
fi nishes 
third 
The SJSU men's golf team 
finished third in the Western 
Athletic Conference Cham-
pionship in Henderson, Nev. 
over the weekend.
Junior Mark Hubbard shot 
a four-under par, finishing tied 
for second. Sophomore Matt 
Hovan finished tied for fourth, 
shooting a three-under par.
SJSU finished seven shots 
behind the champion New 
Mexico State Aggies.
Spartan Daily Staff Report
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Dallas Braden definitely owns 
the mound now.
Braden pitched the 19th 
perfect game in major league 
history on Sunday, shutting 
down the majors' hottest team 
and leading the Oakland Ath-
letics to a 4-0 victory over the 
Tampa Bay Rays.
Braden threw his arms 
in the air after Gabe Kapler 
grounded out to shortstop for 
the final out, his simmering 
feud with Yankees star Alex 
Rodriguez merely a footnote to 
the first perfect game for Oak-
land in 42 years.
The closest the Rays got to a 
hit was Jason Bartlett's liner to 
third leading off the game. 
Evan Longoria tried to bunt 
leading off the fifth, drawing 
boos from the small crowd.
A’s pitcher 
throws perfect 
game Sunday
I’m bothered.
I’m bothered because 
there are three things in 
this world that hurt it more 
than anything.
These things bring some 
good to the table, but for 
the most part the negatives 
they’re associated with are 
more trouble than they’re 
worth.
Oil bothers me.
The world relies on oil 
to fuel everything. Where 
would we be without oil? 
Nowhere, that’s where.
Plastics are made of oil, 
and plastics make up the 
majority of our products. 
Look around a classroom, 
how many plastic things are 
sitting around?
Plastic chairs are used 
now rather than wood. Toys 
are plastic, water bottles are 
plastic and the list goes on 
and on.
Hell, the keyboard 
I’m typing this on is part 
plastic.
Don’t forget gasoline 
and other oil products that 
people rely on for their day-
to-day lives. I’m sure Earth 
loves that we use gasoline to 
power our cars rather than 
candy Peeps. Who knows, 
Peeps may be plastic too!
We’ve all become Barbie 
dolls, living in our plastic 
worlds. And boy, isn’t it 
fantastic?
Land bothers me.
I love walking on it, rolling 
around on it, jumping on it and 
watching huge buildings being 
erected on it.
What I don’t love is the con-
flicts that arise from the own-
ership of land.
Would India and Pakistan 
hate each other if it wasn’t 
for land? And then there’s the 
Israeli and Palestinian con-
flict.
The ownership of land 
seems to create huge ego-trips 
that can only be detoured with 
the conquering of other land.
Neighborhood conflicts over 
land are a microcosm of those 
national conflicts.
I’ve only seen this in 
cartoons and TV shows, 
so maybe it’s not the best 
example, but aren’t there neigh-
bors who hate each other be-
cause of trees growing over their 
fences, which lead to 
them getting real mad and 
threatening each other with 
chainsaws or something?
Either way, that’s where the 
power of land could lead. I also 
don’t want to see Indians run-
ning across the Pakistani bor-
der with chainsaws ... although 
in this case chainsaws would be 
nuclear weapons. Bothered.
Skin color bothers me.
I’m brown, and I’m proud to be 
brown.
The number of skin colors 
in the world is truly amazing 
and beautiful, but there are al-
ways some people who ruin it for 
everyone else.
Those people are racists.
Because of a few genetic differ-
ences, some people decide to hate 
someone else.
That is mind-numbingly both-
ering! That’s like going up to some-
one and saying, “Hey, I hate you 
because you have detached ear 
lobes! DIE!”
Nope, sorry. That doesn’t work.
I do believe these three things 
can be good for the world.
Oil has changed the way the 
world works.
The concept of ownership of 
land has allowed us to be more civ-
ilized about how we go about creat-
ing countries and building things.
Skin color? Well, it would be 
kind of boring if everyone looked 
the same.
They can be great things, but 
they’ve worn out their welcome.
Now they just bother me.
While on the phone with 
a Citibank representative, he 
said something I didn’t expect 
to come out of his mouth.
Following a series of se-
curity questions, he asked if 
I went to high school in my 
home state of California.
“Yes,” I responded.
“Is it like “American Pie?”” 
the foreign employee said.
Thinking I heard some-
thing wrong, I said, “Excuse 
Me?”
“Do you guys over there par-
ty a lot and get crazy like on the movie ‘
American Pie?’”
“Umm … some do I’m sure,” I said 
hesitantly.
He responded with an outburst of laughter.
My fi rst thought was, “I want to switch 
banks.”
My second thought was, “What does the rest 
of the world think about Americans?”
A friend traveled to Italy recently, where she 
encountered students from all around the world 
who based their perceptions of Americans on 
somewhat inaccurate media representations such 
as the movie “American Pie” and former Presi-
dent George W. Bush.
There must be a large number of people who 
base their view of us through movies and other 
areas of the media.
Do people party? Yes. Do teens get crazy? 
Some. Do they accidentally drink semen out of a 
cup of beer while trying to fl irt with a girl? It’s 
not likely.
If it’s from clichéd teen movies that hit top 
spots not just in America, but across the world, 
it may be true.
Played up to grab viewers’ attention, movies 
like “American Pie” combined improbable situa-
tions with realistic settings.
An award-winning indepen-
dent fi lm called “The Listening 
Project,” turned the cameras on 
foreigners.
The fi lm documented four 
people who traveled around the 
world asking different people 
what they thought of America. 
Many responded that Americans 
have little knowledge about other 
countries, let alone their own.
Some expressed fas-
cination for our country 
and preconceived notions 
that Americans are parochial and 
self-centered.
Others conveyed dislike towards America, as 
made clear by one Indian man who said he hated 
American politics.
Each answer was a strong one, arguing that 
Americans didn’t know as much about the world 
around them.
A historian argues that few people outside of 
our country realize how narrow the range of infor-
mation is through media and educational system.
According to a book titled “The Eagle’s Shad-
ow,” approximately one in every three minutes of 
American television is advertising.
It challenges Americans’ ability to form opin-
ions about subjects such as the “War on Terror-
ism” if the mainstream media displays the gov-
ernment-approved truth.
While people may get the wrong idea of Amer-
icans from movies and entertainment, I plan to 
explore cultural lifestyles for myself by traveling.
I named my car after the mytho-
logical lycanthrope, which has the abil-
ity to shape-shift from a human into a 
wolf-like creature commonly known as 
a werewolf.
No, my vehicle does not skulk 
about the urban underworld, prowl-
ing the streets of San Jose to ruth-
lessly slay and devour people without 
compunction.
Lycan does, however, allow for a 
cunning and merciless experience 
behind the wheel.
In typical werewolf fashion, the 
transmogrifi cation from human to 
2-ton beast was every bit as grisly 
and horrible as any horror fi lm has 
portrayed it.
Despite the moral character of its 
human counterpart, Lycan has caused 
me some intense growing pains.
It all started when I went to a com-
munity college in Mesa, Arizona.
On a typical, torrid Arizona after-
noon, Lycan and I  were following my 
boyfriend’s truck out of the parking lot 
at the college toward our favorite fast 
food joint, In-N-Out Burger.
A quarter-mile into our excursion, I 
get a call from him, asking me if I was 
aware of the fl ashing lights of the po-
lice vehicle trailing behind me.
Embarrassed, I pulled over as 
quickly as I could, rolled down my win-
dow and smiled innocently at the cop 
hovering over Lycan.
The offi cer told me that I had turned 
into the far lane while exiting the 
parking lot, which was an illegal 
maneuver, even on a 
green light.
Oops.
I was released with 
a warning and a funny 
story to share with 
Jake over a delicious 
meal of cheeseburgers 
and fries.
A few months and 
a long double-shift of 
work at Pottery Barn 
Kids later, I walked 
out of the bone-chill-
ing, air-conditioned mall into the swel-
tering air of the parking lot at dusk.
I walked up to the nearest Honda 
Accord and plunged my key into the 
door, but it wouldn’t turn — strange?
No, this was the wiliness of a lycan-
thrope at night.
Once I spotted Lycan a few cars 
down, my heart sank and I gnashed my 
teeth.
Someone had hit my car, shatter-
ing my left taillight into a mosaic of red 
and white plastic pieces and left a deep 
black dent above my back tire.
I reported the hit-and-run to both 
mall security and the local police, but 
the injustice of Lycan’s battle wounds 
was left to fester.
Spring gave way to a blistering, 
calescent summer and I was fi ghting 
stop-and-go traffi c for miles on my way 
to work.
Just when I thought the congestion 
was clearing up, the truck in front of 
me slammed on its brakes and sent a 
six-foot metal ladder 
hurtling toward my 
windshield.
Luckily, there was 
enough space in the 
lane to my left to let 
me veer out of harms 
way and send the 
ladder to the unfor-
tunate driver behind 
me.
Unluckily, I found 
myself behind a sta-
tion wagon without 
functioning brake lights.
It was impossible to gauge the sta-
tion wagon driver’s stops and before I 
knew it, Lycan’s snout thrust into the 
station wagon’s distended trailer hitch. 
The silver Honda symbol on the front 
of my car bent and broke off, clamber-
ing up the hood until it cascaded onto 
the freeway’s shoulder.
We pulled our vehicles over — hers 
was left without a scratch, Lycan was 
left without a brand.
Jake and I took Lycan from Arizona 
to California the next summer so I could 
fi nally move back to the Bay Area.
Traveling westward on the dusty, 
two-lane Interstate 10, we kept a steady 
pace behind a large black SUV, sure to 
keep our distance from its trailer hitch, 
which taunted us as it glimmered in the 
scorching sun.
I was soon distracted by a miniscule 
fi gure in my rearview mirror that grew 
closer and closer at an alarming rate. 
Soon enough that same vehicle was 
side-by-side with Lycan, clouds of rus-
set dust billowing into the air.
It was a white Chevy Camaro — 
an undercover cop. With his window 
rolled down, he waved his left arm at 
me like a member of a pit crew, encour-
aging me to make a stop during a race.
As I pulled over, the Camaro cop 
proceeded to pull over the SUV in front 
of me, which left Jake and I wonder-
ing just how fast Lycan was taking us 
across state lines.
I was ticketed for speeding, do-
ing 80-something miles per hour in a 
zone with a speed limit of 70 miles per 
hour.
Again, oops.
Lycan’s last hurrah came the follow-
ing summer as Jake and I took Lycan 
back over to Arizona to spend time 
with his family for the sweltering, sum-
mer holiday months.
Driving carefully under the speed 
limit, we were home safe and sound af-
ter a 14-hour drive.
Well into our vacation, another un-
friendly member of Arizona’s lovely 
law enforcement establishment reared 
his ugly head at Lycan.
In a routine stop, I found that my 
vehicle registration tags had been ex-
pired by a few months, a minor detail 
my mother, who technically owns the 
car, forgot to take care of.
While stopped for that violation, it 
also came to my attention that my ve-
hicle insurance was also expired — an-
other minor detail my mother forgot to 
take care of.
My driver’s license was suspended 
instantly.
It has been one year since that fate-
ful day and my mother still has yet to 
register and insure my car, nor has 
she paid the tickets that would free 
my license and driving privileges from 
suspension.
Poor Lycan has been parked out-
side my apartment ever since, the 
paint on his roof blistering and fl ak-
ing away.
But this doesn’t mean he’s kept out 
of trouble.
About a month ago, I found a large 
stripe of white paint across the rear 
left bumper — another hit-and-run 
that no one would become account-
able for repairing.
I can only attribute my car’s streak 
of bad luck to the deadliest vulnerabil-
ity known to werewolves — silver.
Stabbing a werewolf with a silver 
dagger or shooting it with a silver bul-
let is said to not only kill a werewolf, 
but also cause it incredible agony as it 
slowly burns from the inside.
Lycan was nearly impaled by a 
metal ladder and suffered blunt-force 
trauma by a metal trailer hitch.
My dear lycanthrope also has a 
slick  coating of silver paint, which 
will only cause him to grow more and 
more feeble as the silver gradually and 
internally combusts him to death.
I hope I am not in the car when my 
2-ton beast succumbs to its wounds 
and makes that last road trip from the 
underworld to the afterlife.
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Homemade American reply State of botheration
Lycan and me: tales from beneath the hood
Four-year-old Natalie Trini-
dade said she drew a boat and 
used rainbow colors when cre-
ating her artwork “The Moon in 
Hawaii” for the fourth annual 
Art Faire and Silent Auction at 
the Associated Students Child 
Development Center.
Parents and their children, 
among others, attended the 
Thursday fair in support of 
the child artists and the Child 
Development Center.
The event is for fundrais-
ing and to display the talents 
of the children, said Frances 
Roth, the director of the Child 
Development Center.
“The money (raised) goes to 
the (Child Development Cen-
ter),” said Analisa Perez, an of-
fice assistant at the Child Devel-
opment Center. “We have our 
bids start anywhere from 10 to 
25 dollars. It depends on size, 
type and how much work (the 
children) have put into it.”
There are currently about 
120 children in the school, all of 
whom participated in creating 
the art, Roth said.
“This year we’ve introduced 
ceramics,” Perez said. “(The 
plates) came out beautiful.”
The children create their 
artwork with minimal help 
from their teachers, she said.
“Everything is done by 
the children,” said Chanchan 
Tran, a teacher at the Child 
Development Center. “We just 
provide the paper and the 
paint.
Roth said the teachers helped 
the children choose which paint 
brush to use and showed them 
how to mix the paint, among 
other things, but the children 
chose the designs entirely 
on their own.
“It’s a good event that re-
ally honors the kids’ creativ-
ity,” said Carlos Perez, an art-
ist and SJSU alumnus. “And 
it allows the community to 
participate in helping with the 
programming here at the cen-
ter.”
Analisa Perez said the par-
ents of the child artists played 
a role in helping with the fair.
“(This year) we’ve been 
working with the parents more,” 
she said. “They come and help 
us with setting up the event.”
Senior microbiology ma-
jor Ellen Orasa said she came 
to the event to support the 
Child Development Center, 
because that is the day care 
her two-year-old daughter 
attends.
“(The children’s) art is really 
pretty,” Orasa said.
She said this was the 
first time her daughter 
had art on display at this 
event.
Orasa said she bid on two 
of her daughter’s projects as 
well as on one group project to 
which her daughter had con-
tributed.
Senior nursing major Aman-
da Trinidade said she came 
to the event because her four-
year-old daughter Natalie Trin-
idade is one of the child artists.
She said “The Moon in Ha-
waii” was only one of the piec-
es of art her daughter had on 
display.
“It’s a boat on the ocean and 
there is a big moon in the back-
ground,” Trinidade said.
This was the third time her 
daughter had contributed to the 
event.
“I love (this event),” Trini-
dade said. “It’s great seeing ev-
erybody’s artwork.”
Analisa Perez said all the 
pieces of art are displayed pro-
fessionally by Carlos Perez, 
who volunteered to help.
Carlos Perez said he helped 
with the technical aspects of the 
event, including putting the art 
on the walls.
“It makes the children feel 
good (to) see their work framed 
and looking nice on the wall,” 
Roth said.
At the end of the event 
there was a raffle and a special 
auction.
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governments to ask for mon-
ey to fund the transit project.
The transit project is 
important to people who live 
in Fremont, Calif. and have 
to commute to San Jose be-
cause it can take up to one 
hour to get from one city to 
another, said Hieu Pham, a 
junior mechanical engineer-
ing major and one of the cho-
sen writers.
Pham said he discussed 
in his essay how the govern-
ment spends a lot of money 
to maintain existing roads 
and the transit project will 
help reduce those costs.
Childress said she chose 
excerpts from the top 10 
student essays and tried to 
speak with the assembly-
men and assemblywom-
en that have most likely 
heard of the transit project 
or have advocated for it 
themselves.
She said she was in Wash-
ington, D.C. on another as-
signment, but was able to go 
to Capitol Hill to speak with 
state federal delegates.
"While I was there I took 
some of the stories I received 
from San Jose State students 
so I can share with our del-
egation," Childress said.
VTA doesn't only operate 
buses and light rail, it builds 
anything related to help 
transport people in the Sili-
con Valley, she said.
"So the BART project is 
another one of those modes 
that VTA is responsible for 
bringing to the Silicon Val-
ley," Childress said.
She said bringing the 
transit project to San Jose 
will be a 16-mile extension 
of track which will start at 
the Warm Springs station 
in Fremont.
Childress and Linsdell 
said the student essays 
shown in Washington, D.C., 
were titled, "Telling Our Sto-
ry."
Robert Cheng, a junior 
electrical engineering major 
and one of the chosen writ-
ers, said the transit project 
will make people more con-
scious of the environment 
because  transportation 
affects it.
"I think it (BART) will be 
really green," Cheng said.
Ochoa said he thinks 
public transportation will 
help with traffi c and the en-
vironment.
"I think public transpor-
tation can eliminate those 
cars that are on the road," 
Ochoa said.
He said he thinks the tran-
sit project will help him get to 
the South Bay faster from his 
home in Redwood City.
Pham said it is interest-
ing for Boxer to see his essay 
since he has lived in America 
for seven years.
Esther Foo, a junior elec-
trical engineering major and 
chosen essay writer, said it 
was impressive for all of their 
essays to be sent because she 
thought it was unexpected 
to be represented in Wash-
ington, D.C.
Foo said she gets to school 
using the bus.
"Personally, I commute to 
school (from Milpitas). If you 
drive from Milpitas, it's like, 
15 minutes but if you take the 
bus it's like, 45 minutes," she 
said.
Foo said she believes 
having BART in the Silicon 
Valley will be benefi cial.
In her essay, Foo wrote 
that bringing the tran-
sit project to San Jose is 
about more than comfort 
and convenience — it is also 
about reducing harmful 
emissions to the environ-
ment.
BART
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Two-year-old Mac Redmon looks over some of the plates up for bid at the fourth annual 
Art Faire and Silent Auction at the Associated Students Child Development Center.  
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Toddler artists create tiny works of art
